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owned businesses over the last several
years. According to the National Foun-
dation for Women Business Owners,
there are more than 9.1 million women-
owned businesses in the United States,
employing more than 27.5 million peo-
ple and generating $3.6 billion in sales.
Between 1987 and 1999, the number of
women-owned firms increased dramati-
cally, by more than 103 percent.

During ‘‘National Small Business
Week,’’ I am proud to share with my
colleagues the special recognition
granted by the Small Business Admin-
istration to two of Minnesota’s small
business persons: the 1999 Minnesota
Small Business Person of the Year,
Nancy L. Fogelberg, President of
American Artstone in New Ulm, Min-
nesota; and the Financial Services Ad-
vocate of the Year, Iric Nathanson,
Project Coordinator for the Min-
neapolis Community Development
Agency.

To be named a recipient of the Small
Business Person of the Year award is
not an easy task. The Small Business
Administration has selected Nancy for
this unique recognition based on her
personal achievements and important
contributions to our economy. Nancy
has demonstrated growth in the total
number of company employees; innova-
tive products and services; growth in
sales and financial position; an ability
to effectively address problems con-
fronting the company; and community
service.

In 1993, Nancy Fogelberg became
President of American Artstone, an 86-
year-old manufacturer of architectural
stone castings. Nancy quickly modern-
ized her plant through financing pro-
vided by the Small Business Adminis-
tration, and quickly made American
Artstone more competitive and profit-
able. I also congratulate Nancy on re-
cently being named president of the
National Cast Stone Institute.

I am also proud to recognize the im-
portant achievements of Iric
Nathanson, who has worked to provide
financing opportunities for small busi-
nesses. Among his many achievements,
Iric developed a capital-loan program
that uses city-backed guarantees to
help small businesses access revolving
credit lines and working capital loans.
Iric also coordinated the development
of a micro-enterprise loan program in
Minneapolis though the establishment
of a partnership between the Min-
neapolis Community Development
Agency and the Minneapolis Consor-
tium of Community Developers. Small
businesses in Minneapolis have been
well served by Iric’s efforts on their be-
half.

I again congratulate the National
Small Business Week winners from
Minnesota and every small business
owner who helps make our commu-
nities better places to work and live. I
look forward to working with them on
small business public policy issues dur-
ing the 106th Congress.∑

TRIBUTE TO FRANK A. AUKOFER
∑ Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President I rise
today to honor the dean of the congres-
sional print reporters here in Congress.
Frank A. Aukofer has worked in the
Washington Bureau of the Milwaukee
Journal-Sentinel and its predecessor,
the Milwaukee Journal, since 1970.
Frank has also served in other capac-
ities for the paper since 1960. Sadly, for
those of us who have read his stories
through the years, Frank has decided
to retire at the beginning of next
month.

During his long and distinguished ca-
reer, Frank has reported on the issues
that have defined the last 40 years in
America and around the world. He was
the civil rights reporter for the Journal
at the height of the civil rights move-
ment in the 1960s. Since arriving in
Washington, Frank’s coverage of State,
national, and international issues has
included stories on six Presidents, 15
Congresses, and the nomination hear-
ings of 11 Supreme Court justices, in-
cluding every member of the current
Court.

Coverage of these important events
has not kept Frank tied to his desk
here in the press gallery. In the 1980s,
he traveled to Mexico, Colombia, Cuba,
and Central America to cover such sto-
ries as the trial of Eugene Hasenfus in
Nicaragua which led to a nomination
for a Pulitzer Prize. He was also one of
the first journalists to report from
Saudi Arabia in 1990 when U.S. troops
were deployed after Iraq invaded Ku-
wait. On top of all this he has still
found time to write a weekly auto-
mobile review column entitled, ‘‘Drive-
Ways.’’

I thank Frank Aukofer for his years
of service to the Milwaukee Journal-
Sentinel, and the people of Wisconsin
and I wish him all the best in his well-
deserved retirement.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO FATHER EDWARD
RANDALL

∑ Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I
rise today to honor Father Edward
Randall on the occasion of his Golden
Jubilee and in recognition of 20 years
of priesthood in Letcher County.

During Father Randall’s 20 years in
Letcher County, he has served at both
St. George Catholic Church in Jenkins
and Holy Angels Catholic Church in
McRoberts. People throughout the
community have come to know Father
Randall for his dedication to parish-
ioners and generosity to everyone, both
inside and outside the Church walls.

The Letcher County community also
boasts of Father Randall’s artistic tal-
ent, which he graciously uses to en-
hance church buildings and to teach
free art classes open for all to attend.
Father Randall also helped establish,
along with the late Mother Teresa, an
order of the Sisters of Charity in Jen-
kins, which will endure as an honor to
his philanthropic contributions.

Father Randall continues to display
an unswerving commitment to his pa-

rishioners and possesses the love and
respect of many in the community.
Those who know him in Letcher Coun-
ty describe him as a man with great
strength of character who dem-
onstrates honesty and integrity, and
who serves as a role-model to young
and old alike.

I am certain that the legacy of com-
mitment to faith that Father Randall
has left will continue on, and will en-
courage and inspire those who follow.
Congratulations, Father Randall, on 50
years of priesthood and 20 years of
service to Letcher County. Best wishes
for many more years of service, and
know that your efforts to better the
lives of your parishioners and those in
Letcher County will be felt for years to
come. On behalf of myself and my col-
leagues in the United States Senate,
thank you for giving so much of your-
self for so many others.∑
f

THE VERY BAD DEBT BOXSCORE

∑ Mr. HELMS. Mr. President, at the
close of business Friday, May 19, 2000,
the Federal debt stood at
$5,673,912,681,580.44 (Five trillion, six
hundred seventy-three billion, nine
hundred twelve million, six hundred
eighty-one thousand, five hundred
eighty dollars and forty-four cents).

One year ago, May 19, 1999, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $5,593,798,000,000
(Five trillion, five hundred ninety-
three billion, seven hundred ninety-
eight million).

Five years ago, May 19, 1995, the Fed-
eral debt stood at $4,883,152,000,000
(Four trillion, eight hundred eighty-
three billion, one hundred fifty-two
million).

Twenty-five years ago, May 19, 1975,
the Federal debt stood at
$520,328,000,000 (Five hundred twenty
billion, three hundred twenty-eight
million) which reflects a debt increase
of more than $5 trillion—
$5,153,584,681,580.44 (Five trillion, one
hundred fifty-three billion, five hun-
dred eighty-four million, six hundred
eighty-one thousand, five hundred
eighty dollars and forty-four cents)
during the past 25 years.∑
f

TRIBUTE TO TODD ROSSETTI

∑ Mr. SMITH of New Hampshire. Mr.
President, I rise today to honor Todd
Rossetti for receiving his high school
diploma from Concord High School.

For some, a high school diploma is
taken for granted. For Todd Rossetti,
it is a celebration of the trials and
tribulations that he has endured his
entire life.

Although Todd was born with cere-
bral palsy, his illness has not prohib-
ited him from accomplishing anything
that he has set his mind to. In the Con-
cord School System, Todd was im-
mersed in a new ‘‘inclusion’’ program,
allowing him to participate in the
mainstream curriculum.

Though Todd’s illness hinders his
ability to communicate, his peers,
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